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This book is an up-to-date monograph, by a group of Japanese workers, on what is currently known about ATLL and its related malignancies. In addition to ATLL itself there is an interesting chapter, by Dr. Mitsiu and his colleagues on cutaneous lymphomata, including the type originally described by Sezary. All these conditions are aptly described and illustrated by colour plates.
In addition to chapters on the clinical presentation, natural history and morphology of ATLL itself, epidemiology and the present state of knowledge of ATLV, there is a useful summary of T cell lymphomas as they may be classified in relation to lymphocyte sub-populations. Although these diseases are encountered only rarely in Western countries, the story of their elucidation in terms of pathology, immunology, and epidemiology is a fascinating one, well covered in the present volume. Immunopharmacology has come of age and, as the series editor Noel Rose suggests in his foreword, is now an acknowledged sub-discipline. It is, however, an area with poorly-defined boundaries and encompasses all aspects of molecular regulation of immune function. Included in this volume are eleven excellent, though largely unrelated, reviews which examine in detail the influence of various endogenous and exogenous factors (interleukin-2, prostaglandins, glucocorticoids, lipopolysaccharides, etc.) on leukocyte function and complement activity. Naturally the content is selective, and although the book will undoubtedly be of value to the specialist, those requiring a general and systematic introduction to the subject will have to look elsewhere. In parallel with the advances in the drug treatment of cancer over the past 20 years or so, there has been a considerable advance in our knowledge of the normal and disordered functioning of the kidney. "A comprehensive view of the interaction between cancer and the kidney", which is the aim of this book, now requires a substantial volume with 25 chapters and 50 contributors. There are five sections, dealing with the basic concepts of nephrology, the effects of tumour products or metabolites on the kidney, the effects of urinary obstruction, the renal complications of antineoplastic therapy and finally renal disease and renal transplantation as a cause of neoplasia. There are excellent chapters on such difficult subjects as carcinomatous glomerulopathy and hypercalcaemic renal disease. The nephrologist would not learn a great deal about cancer from this book, but medical oncologists will find this a useful volume for their departmental library. It will help them to recognize the many renal complications associated, both with neoplastic disease and with its treatment. Cancer in childhood is fortunately rare, and few paediatric oncology centres cater for a large enough population to see more than 100 new cases each year. Tumours of the head and neck, excluding those of the brain and eye; as in this volume, will account for less than 10% of these. The fact that the authors of this monograph have written a text which includes sixteen chapters and runs to over 400 pages attests to the large number of excessively rare conditions which fall into this category. Clearly, such patients need the benefit of the combined clinical and pathological expertise that can be available in regional centres, and this book will undoubtedly find a place on the shelves of all such units, and maybe also in the medical library and that of the dental school. It is difficult to think who else would benefit from it.
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